RAYMOND P. GREENE 1913-2001

Boat bullder showed 1nnovat10n

‘in construction of sa1lmg Vessels

ymond P Greene, a pio-
neeneg Toledo boat -builder
credited with helping to change
yachting from an exclusive sport of

~ the rich to a leisure pursuit for the

,s

middle class, died of natural
causes Friday at his home in Indi- .

anapolis. He was 88.

“He’s a legend,” said- Thomas
Lowry, a multiple winner of the
Toledo Yacht Club’s Mills ‘Troph
race and long-time Great Lake:
sailor.

——Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr.

-Greene’s father, a British national

__glass-reinforced_plastic. Seven . _phe Rebel, introduced-in 1948, —

__throughout the United-State

from Canada’s Newfoundland
province, moved the family to
Toledo in 1919 when he took a job

as a chemist. The family often”
“traveled to a cottage near

“Traverse
City, Mich., where Mr. Greene
learned to sail. He built his first
boat when he was 12. :

As an Ohio State University
engineering student in the 1930s,
Mr. Greene wrote papers about
boat construction and- experi-
mented with plastics. By 1941, he
was making boat models with fiber

years later, he was in mass produc- -
tion - as Ray Greene and Co.,
turning out the Rebel, a 16-foot
fiber-glass sloop that still is raced

He worked in his family garage
but eventually owned a boat shop

_ in the 500 block of Byrne Road,

where he also researched de51gn
and construction under a Navy
Bureau of Ships contract. He also
built aviation rescue boats for the
U.S. Navy and buildings for use in

the 1964 World’s Fair in New York -
and developed and constructed

airboats used by the Toledo Area

Sanitary District to spray for mos-

quitoes in marshes. -

- An accomplished sailor who
eventually gave up the sport on the
water to build the crafts on land,
Mr. e is best known for one

of his™irshproductions.

“The Rebel boat was his pride

. and joy,” said Bill Blaine, a past

—eemmodore-of the Rebel class-who

- lives in suburban Chicago. “It’s' a

_ Medalist Bruce Goldsmith; now-a

ood boat. It’s a comfortable boat.
t's big enough.”
Pan American Games Oold
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Greene: He owned a boat

shop on Byrne Road.

built before his most famous craft I

the Rebel.

was one of the first types of small

fiher-glass boats that began to

replace larger, more expensive,

wooden yachts popular during the

S———-~first "half of the 20th-century. More
resilient to damage from collisions,

easier to maintain, and. lighter
weight, fiber-glass boats grew in
popularity until they were the
norm, for sailboat construction by
the end of the century:

Mr. Greene was one of the first

to develop them, said Dan Spurr,
author of Heart of Gldss, a book
published last year chronicling the
history of fiber-glass boats.

Mr. Spurr’s research showed
that Mr. Greene was the first

builder - of - polyester fiber-glass

boats, he said.

before Ray’s, but his was a combi-..-
nation of polyester resin-and fiber
glass as a reinforcing fiber that

_was unique, that was responsnble -
for the whole explosxon in the boat
‘. building ‘business. It just revolu--
- tionized - the: whole ‘industry,” -Mr.
Spurr said from- his Portsmouth :

R. I ofﬁce

6Ray Greene was the guy who buzlt boats
for thzs area. -We all bought boats from Ray 9

Bruce Goldsmith

Jackson, Mich., busmessman

~~were ruined in the ﬁfe, Mr. Greene

pers.

-would--race—on-

" tics, not differences in the boats.

- maneuver the boat as to whether.
- you would win. That was- very

~ aging to.other inventors. He once
“There-were other plastlc boats ging

only built the boats but also the -
replacement parts for them and
traveled to boat shows canng for
his customers. . )
One potential’ customer was
actor John Wayne, who was aboard .
Mr._Greene’
he began building in 1961 from’ a
- design by Sparkman and- Stephens,
a renowned design team: -
*John- “Wayne “was aboard the
New Horizon at the New York boat. -
"show, and he was talking abouf
how nice it was to almost:be able
to stand up [in the cabm} on ther

1950 destroyed Mr. Greene’s
Quonset hut-type boat shop,
“devouring sailboat parts” and
“collapsing the 200-by- 40-foot
shell,” according to newspaper
accounts at the time. Hulls for 20
boats. and_.parts for. 100 others

said at the time:.

But just a ‘month later, Mr.
Greene and his staff of eight men
and one woman nearly had fin-
ished building 10 more boats that
were shipped throughout the
United States. :

In all,-about 5,000 Rebels were "
built at the Toledo factory. - boat,” she said. ~

G. Parks “Bud” McNaull of Per- _ Long-time CBS anchorman
rysburg owned a few of them. A Walter Cronkite, himself an accom-.
lifelong sailor, Mr. McNaull, now plished sailor, hosted a ‘television -
80, credited Mr. Greene with get- broadcast’ from one of Mr.
Eﬁﬁhlm and many others  intér- — Greene’s_boats,”Ms. Greene said.
ested in the sport thh the Nlp- «If it hadn’t been for.

‘or my father’s ma
As many as 40 of the small boats ' pany, we never woul
th Tﬁdn%sclgfé?vﬁ ~ihen shesain '
nings near the Toledo Yacht Clu ‘Mr. Greene began negotlatmg to.
Mr. McNaull said. sell the company in the early
Mr. Greene often won the races 19605, eventually selling it on a

but he would prove to the other  jand contract for not much profit.
sailors the secret was in the tac- - id he is : .

“He would take your boat and let
you have his boat and he’d show
that it-was a matter of how -you -

stood the sometimes' fickle nature
of ‘the ‘marine business. “Thin
have to grow, get mature an

he later said. -

: Rebels ‘still are made nearf

encouraging,” Mr.- McNaull said.- Fenton, Mich.

“He -was always encouragmg “to
young sailors.”
“Mr.  Greene also’ was® encour-

spending much of
'Glen Lake MlCh

had a visitor who wanted M ]

“Greene’s-opinion-about-a-design

change the shading ability of a car.

_roof by pumpingoil in and out of a

frame — Mr. Greene‘ later said he

and the late Paul Block, Jr., f rmer
- g‘ubllsher of The Blade, were clo:

“ Toledo able to fix early

_stockbroker:in:Jackson_ Mich
Jmnew-Mr. Greene-during the-1950;

_sailing -on Devil’s: Lake: near

. “Af that time, there weren't very

“Greene was the guy who built

many boats around and Ray

boats for this area: We all’ bought
~~ boats from Ray,” he said..

‘ Mr Goldsmith, who still sails
- regularly out of North Cape Yacht
" Club in Monroe, le‘;gttl “sailed Nip-

pers awoodn

Mr. Greene ‘

L televxsxons, Mr. M¢Naull sal

] ‘remember his sense of

humor,” ‘Mr. Spurr said, recalling -

- interviews with Mr. Greene during. = ¢
- the 1990s while he researched the  friends}
book. “Hé liked to tell anecdotes. ors sh
~ Stories of things that went wrong.

He would kind of laugh at them.
as just very. charmmg
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